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 On 14 October 2008, the Rudd Government announced a $10.4 billion Economic Se-

curity Strategy with an aim to help strengthen the Australian economy and support Australian 

households. As a result some Centrelink customers will receive additional payments between 

8-19 December, 2008 .  

 

Of  relevance to grandparents as parents, is the payment that will be made for pensioners, 

which will be a one off payment of either $1400 for single pensioners or $2100 to pension 

couples. 

 

As for Australian families the Government with invest $3.9 billion to provide immediate finan-

cial support to help around two million Australian families. This will be delivered to families 

through a payment of $1,000 for each eligible child in their care . Those who will receive the 

support include families that receive the Family Tax Benefit (A) and families with dependant 

children who receive Youth Allowance, Abstudy  or a benefit from the Veterans’ Chil-

dren’s Education Scheme payment.  

 

For those people who already receive the Carer Allowance they will receive $1000 for each 

eligible person in their care.  

 

Unfortunately not everyone will be eligible for a additional payment for a variety of reasons. 

For those who will receive an additional payment, it is hoped that it can be of some help par-

ticularly in the lead up to Christmas.  

 

If you have any questions further information can be attained by calling: 

1. Family Assistance Office: 13 61 50 

2. Disability, Sickness and Carers: 13 27 17 or 

3. Youth and Student Services: 13 24 90 

 

�
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1. What can run but never 

walk, has a mouth but 
never talks, has a head 
but never weeps and has 
a bed but never sleeps? 
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